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Log of a 30-day seaplane flight along the trans-Canada canoe route, undertaken in 1990 following

the route of Mackenzie's 1793 crossing of North America.
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"...lighthearted writing about heavier-than-air adventure..." -- Fitzhenry & Whiteside, Book

Distributors .July 1992"I admit to reading it in one sitting and found it a delightful tale." -- C.J. Terry,

Director, National Aeronautical Collection, Ottawa, Canada. Oct 1992"In "Tracking Mackenzie to the

Sea," Bob Hing captures the spirit of water flying. Descriptions of the route, the planning, the

weather, and the people Hing met along the route bring a color to this story of seaplane flying which

is seldom expressed so clearly." -- Water Flying Magazine, Spring 1993"The text of Robert J. Hing's

Tracking Mackenzie to the Sea is a careful blend of journals, Hing's and Mackenzie's...and there's a

tone, a blending of the past and present that I like." -- Victoria Times-Colonist. 25 Oct 1992"Using

the explorer's journals as a guide, Hing discovers that many of the essential experiences of

Mackenzie, travelling from Montreal to the Indian village of Bella Coola ,are still there to be had...an

enjoyable account." -- Toronto Globe & Mail. 14 Nov 1992

I'm happy I got the idea to follow Mackenzie's track to the Pacific. I was told that I was the first

person to retrace his canoe journey, coast to coast, since 1793. I don't know whether that's true

and, in any case, the route was subsequently retaced over three summers (1991/2/3) by a canoe

expedition from Lakehead University. Although I wrote the account of my own flight as a mock-epic -



because I had as much fun as problems on the trip - I have also spent a lot of time researching the

circumstances of Mackenzie's journey to the Pacific, focussing on his navigation as well as the

relationship of his trip to that of Lewis and Clark."
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